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Walsingham, the greatest cathedral builder of the fourteenth
century is the most famous. This Octagonal Tower is, apart
from its grace and beauty, an achievement in engineering which
would still be amazing in this age of steel and concrete. Oak
beams 63 feet long and 3 feet square were used in its build-
ing. Alan of Walsingham also built the three bays of the
choir, Prior Crauden's Chapel and the Lady Chapel, which,
in the opinion of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, was the model
which inspired the design of Bang's College Chapel.

The fine carving and statuary of Ely suffered very badly at
the time of the Reformation. The shrine of St. Etheldreda was
robbed of its precious covering, the tomb opened and the dust
scattered ; the monastic buildings were destroyed at the Dis-
solution and many of the images in the Church were broken.
In the house which formerly belonged to the steward of the
Abbey, Oliver Cromwell lived for ten years with his mother
and his family. On the green outside he drilled the men of the
Eastern Association. The Bishop of Ely had been sent to the
Tower shortly after the outbreak of the Civil War, but the ser-
vices were carried on by one of the Canons. To him Cromwell
addressed the following letter : * Lest the soldiers should in
any tumultuary or disorderly way attempt the Reformation of
the Cathedral Church, I require you to forbear altogether your
Choir service, so unedifying and offensive. I desire your ser-
mons too where they usually have been, but more frequent/
The Canon, however, continued to hold his c unedifying *
services. Cromwell therefore entered the Cathedral, sword in
hand and hat on head, accompanied by his soldiers, and said in
N                                  261                             H.H.E.